
World-class 
expertise delivers 
life-saving results!

Looking at Willa Marshall today, you’d never know 
that only three years ago this spunky 6-year-old 

was in the ýght for her life against a very rare 
blood disorder called sideroblastic anemia. 

Thanks to experts at the
Alberta Children’s Hospital, Willa’s 
life was saved with an innovative 
bone marrow transplant (BMT). 

“We’ve had great success using bone marrow 
transplants to cure children with cancer.  
We’re beginning to use transplants to save 
children with other diseases – like Willa’s.  

It’s new and very exciting,” explains Dr. Victor 
Lewis, blood and marrow transplant specialist 

at the Alberta Children’s Hospital.

In fact, her treatment was so novel that less than 15 people in the world are known to 
have had a BMT to treat this form of anemia. ñWillaôs parents took a very courageous 
step to choose this course of action,ò says Dr. Lewis. ñWhat they have done and the 
outcome Willa has experienced will give hope to other parents who may be faced with 
the same difýcult decision.ò

The Alberta Children’s Hospital is home to the provincial blood and marrow transplant 
program and the largest BMT centre in western Canada.  Our hospital is recognized 
nationally for its high success rates in BMT survival and low rates of graft-vs-host disease, 
a potentially debilitating or fatal complication of the procedure. 

Last year, 36 children received bone marrow transplants at the Alberta Children’s 
Hospital. ñResearch continues to identify more and more ways that blood and marrow 
transplants can be used to cure disease,” says Dr. Lewis. “With the expertise we have in 
Calgary, both in the research lab and in our clinical practice here at the hospital, we are 
poised to be national leaders in helping kids with this innovative form of treatment.ò

For more on Willa’s remarkable story, see page 3.
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As Rotary/Flames House enters its ýnal stages of construction and 
prepares to open as Albertaôs ýrst hospice and respite care centre for 

children, no one is happier to see it near completion than the families who 
need its services. 

The Pattersons and Toftelands are two such families who were consulted on 
the project in its planning stages.

ñSome things which might seem small for other kids and families make all the 
difference for my daughter, Cassandra,ò says Illisha Patterson. ñFor example, 
something as simple as being able to open a window to let fresh air in really 
helps.”

Lawrence Tofteland says, ñI am so glad that the planning team took the time 
to meet with families like ours. If you donôt live through something like this, itôs 
hard to imagine what it’s like. Our son Cale loves to stargaze and the team 
really took our suggestions into consideration, incorporating a lighthouse 
that has a starry sky made from LED lights in the ceiling. Now, we can bring 
our son outside, safe from elements to look at the stars.ò

“This house is not just a facility, it is the embodiment 
of love, compassion, and empathy of a special group 
of people.”

“The people in our community really seem to care about our children. I think 
everyone associated with Rotary/Flames House feels pride in being involved 
in something so important,” says Patterson. “When it comes right down to it, 
these are our kids and we just want to give them the best life we possibly can 
- however long that may be.”

Rotary/Flames House will serve an estimated 400 families each year whose 
children face progressive or life-threatening illness. Its construction has been 
made possible by many kindhearted donors, including the Flames Foundation 
for Life, Rotary Clubs of Calgary and the Alberta Lottery Fund.

ñI am so grateful that when Rotary/Flames House opens this fall, we will 
be able to use it,” says Patterson. “You have helped to build a very special 
place that will give me the strength and support I need in my most difýcult 
time. Rotary/Flames House will allow me to focus on giving my daughter the 
best life possible, helping her to experience simple childhood joys including 
unlimited cuddles and kisses from her mom. Thank you!ò
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Rotary/Flames House takes shape!




