




Even with the exceptional care provided at the Alberta Children’s Hospital, each 
year hundreds of kids in our community get sick with no known cure. Hundreds 
more face treatments so harsh, they have serious, lasting side effects. Scientists at 
the Alberta Children’s Hospital Research Institute know that we need to do better. 

You have the opportunity to help researchers move medicine forward for children 
and their families. With your help, experts can better understand what makes kids 
sick, predict and prevent certain health issues, diagnose faster and more accurately 
and develop new therapies tailored to the needs of children as they grow.

Every cure begins 
with research 

DID YOU
KNOW?
Forty years ago, 80 percent of children with cancer died. Now, thanks to 
investments in childhood cancer research, more than 80 percent survive. 
However, current treatments for childhood cancer are so harsh that more than 
half of survivors will suffer severe or life-threatening side effects later in life.

Doctors and researchers at the Alberta Children’s Hospital are working to 
change these numbers for the better and with your thoughtful support, kids 
will benefit from new cures and better treatments.  

Since healthier children grow up to be healthier adults who build stronger 
communities, directing a gift in your Will toward pediatric health research is  
a wise investment in our future. 



The 
Opportunity

With a gift in your Will, you can help shape the future of 
healthcare for children. 

Right now, there is an unprecedented opportunity for those 
leaving a gift in their Will to the Alberta Children’s Hospital 
Foundation. Through the Legacy Match, these future gifts 
will improve outcomes for the kids and families of tomorrow 
and at the same time, will also have a direct, meaningful 
impact today.

Through the Legacy Match, 25 percent of the gift in your 
Will to the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation, will be 
matched up to $250,000. The matched dollars will be 
directed to a current funding area of your choice so you can 
see your gift at work during your lifetime all while knowing 
your future commitment will have a positive impact for 
generations to come. 

For example, a donor shares that they have included a 
$10,000 gift in their Will to the Alberta Children’s Hospital 
Foundation. After receiving notification of this future gift, 
$2,500 (25 percent of $10,000) is earmarked for the donor 
to immediately direct to a current fundraising priority of their 
choice. And then, upon the donor’s passing, their legacy 
gift of $10,000 will be received by the Foundation as per 
their wishes in their Will. While the donor will not receive a 
charitable tax receipt for the matching $2,500, they will get 
to select and learn about a current priority area to invest in 
that is meaningful to them. They will also receive ongoing 
impact news of their matching funds.

Document your  
future gift using the 
Legacy Match  
Notification Form

STEP ONE

25 percent Legacy 
Match funds are 
directed where you 
specify

STEP TWO

Your future  
gift will lead to  
future impact

STEP FOUR

Learn about the 
immediate impact 
to your area of  
interest at the  
Alberta Children’s 
Hospital

STEP THREE

Here’s how to be part of the Legacy Match
We are so grateful for 
your consideration and 
we hope you will be 
inspired by this unique 
opportunity to begin 
your legacy today. Our 
charitable gift planners 
would be delighted to 
answer your questions or 
help you become part of 
the Legacy Match.

*Have you already left 
a gift in your Will? Your 
gift may qualify for the 
Legacy Match — ask us 
how.



A gift in your Will is one of the simplest ways to make a significant impact — 
perhaps larger than you ever thought possible — for the kids and families who 
rely on care at the Alberta Children’s Hospital.

Our charitable gift planners would be happy to work with you to designate your 
gift to benefit a specific area of your interest within the hospital. Undesignated 
gifts will be directed to innovative research initiatives at the Alberta Children’s 
Hospital Research Institute. 

Other ways to give:
GIFT OF LIFE INSURANCE 
For a modest cost, you can make a 
substantial gift by naming the Alberta 
Children’s Hospital Foundation as the 
beneficiary of a life insurance policy. 

GIFT OF SECURITIES 
Making a gift of securities is a  
tax-effective way to help the kids 
and families at the Alberta Children’s 
Hospital now or in the future as part  
of your estate planning. 

GIFT OF RRSP AND RRIF FUNDS 
You can make a donation of all or a 
portion of any remaining retirement 
funds upon your death by naming the 
Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation 
as a beneficiary on your plan. 

We strongly encourage you to talk to your family about your plans and seek professional  
legal, estate planning and/or financial advice when making decisions about your gift to the  
Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation. 

Leaving a legacy



A legacy of generosity started with 
a suggestion box.
A young lady at Tom Fredericks’ company, ECL, wanted to 
encourage her colleagues to give back to their community 
so she dropped a note into the “Eureka” box at work. To 
get things going, Tom began offering lunchtime rides on the 
back of his Harley Davidson in exchange for donations to the 
Alberta Children’s Hospital. 

That was the beginning of a strong sense of connection to 
his community, one that would only grow from there. It was 
also the beginning of a passion to help children and families 
in need that continues to this day. And, thanks to Tom and his 
wife, Charlotte, it will continue for many, many years to come. 

The lunch-hour motorcycle rides were a catalyst for other 
grassroots fundraising efforts, such as bake sales, and soon 
led to the planning and launch of an annual event called ECL 
Choppers for Charity. To date, Tom’s fundraising initiatives 
have raised about $4.1 million for the Alberta Children’s 
Hospital. Among the areas this funding has supported is 
respite programming at Rotary Flames House so families of 
children with complex or life-limiting conditions can rest and 
recharge while their kids receive highly specialized care.

Tom and Charlotte were energized and motivated by the 
impact these gifts were having on families going through 
some very difficult times. They wanted to do even more. 
Supporting the hospital “became part of Tom’s DNA,” says 
Charlotte. “We’ve led pretty good lives, so it was just time 
for us to give back,” adds Tom. When asked why support the 
Alberta Children’s Hospital, his answer is simply, “Well, how 
could you not?” 

The couple wanted to continue helping, but they knew 
that the need for the kind of care at the Alberta Children’s 
Hospital wouldn’t dwindle — there would be families in need 
for generations to come. So Tom and Charlotte decided they 
wanted to commit to something long-term. They wanted to 
help families not only today and tomorrow or even next year, 
but for as long as possible. To do this, they decided to leave a 
gift to the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation in their Wills. 

Their gift is now an important part of their legacy, says 
Charlotte, and something they can feel proud of for the rest 
of their lives. 

“It’s good to know that whatever little bit you may have, 
it has a purpose for the future,” she says. “We all know 
advancements in care require money, dedication and  
people to make them happen. Well, we’re not the doctors, 
the technicians or the researchers, but this is what we can 
do to help. This is our part.”

Big-hearted
bikers



The Family of Hope is a special group of people who have left a gift in their Will 
to the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation. We call these generous people 
“family” because they share a vision for a healthier future and together, they are 
turning that vision into reality. One family’s gift is another family’s hope. 

We honour and celebrate our Family of Hope members at an Afternoon Tea each 
spring, and members are eligible for special recognition at the hospital, invitations 
to Foundation events and a subscription to our semi-annual newsletter, Just4Kids. 
You can join our Family of Hope simply by letting us know you’ve left a gift in your 
Will to the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation.

Join the 
Family of Hope

Contact one of our 
charitable gift planners 
for more information.

Sheelagh Mercier
403.955.8837

smercier@achf.com

Stephanie Nitschke
403.955.8837

snitschke@achf.com

Questions?

childrenshospital.ab.ca/
legacygifts 



28 Oki Drive NW  Calgary, AB  T3B 6A8
1.877.715.KIDS (5437) T 403.955.8818  E legacygiving@achf.com

Legal Name: Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation
Registered Charitable Organization: 13037 3244 RR0001

childrenshospital.ab.ca

We are proud to have earned accreditation with Imagine Canada, whose mission is to  
build excellence and strengthen donor confidence within Canada’s charities and non-profits  

through common standards of practice. For more information, visit imaginecanada.ca


